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Dear Friends,

As always, it is my pleasure to report to you about what is happening in 
your state Capitol during the regular 105-day legislative session, which at this 
point, is more than halfway complete.

It is my privilege and duty to keep my constituents informed. However, 
I would like to be cost-conscious as well. If you can receive the Benton 
Bulletin via e-mail, please e-mail me at benton.don@leg.wa.gov and 
put “Benton Bulletin” in the subject line. Please include your name and 
address in the body of the e-mail so I can remove you from the snail 
mail list.

I am terribly disappointed at many of the policy decisions that are being 
made this session, including killing a bill to protect schoolchildren from 
predatory teachers, gutting two popular citizens initiatives to cap state 
spending and eliminate state racial quotas. The following is just a brief report 
about what is happening with these important issues.

PROTECTING SCHOOLCHILDREN 
In my opinion, this is one of the biggest stories of the session – the death 

of a bill to protect schoolchildren from predatory teachers. Last year, when 
I was in the majority, I worked across party lines to pass legislation to close 
major loopholes that were allowing teachers found to have committed heinous 
sexual acts with students to start anew at unknowing school districts without 
as much as a note in their employment fi les. This year, I introduced follow-up 
legislation to address another major loophole.

Senate Bill 5677 permanently revokes certifi cates of teachers found 
viewing sexually explicit material on school grounds. I introduced this 
legislation as a result of allegations that a Bethel Junior High School teacher 
engaged in sexual misconduct with a 14-year-old female student. Prior to this 
incident, the teacher worked at North Thurston High School but resigned 
after the school district fi led a complaint with the state alleging that he had 
accessed Internet pornography from his computer at work.

No one testifi ed against this bill in committee during public testimony in the 
Senate Early Learning, K-12 and Higher Education Committee. A few concerns 
were noted but all were addressed with amendments. Nothing justifi es the 
unilateral decision of the committee chair to kill this bill.

GUTTING I-601 – THE STATE SPENDING LIMIT
This week, Democrat budget writers fi led a bill to gut the last vestiges of 

the voter-approved state spending limit. Initiative 601, approved in 1993 by 
Washington voters to cap state spending and make it harder for legislators 
to raise taxes, requires a two-thirds majority of both chambers of the 
Legislature to raise taxes – but it only takes a simple majority to eliminate or 
suspend that protection. This session, Democrats have introduced a number 
of bills to raise taxes so they can increase spending in spite of the $2.2 billion 
revenue shortfall and the clear message from voters that they want fewer taxes. 
However, Senate Democrats have only a 26-23 vote majority in the Senate, 
making a two-thirds vote out of their reach. So they have fi led Senate Bill 6078, 
a measure that allows them to raise taxes by only a simple majority vote. 
This provision contains an emergency clause making it effective immediately 
upon being signed by the governor and prohibits it from being subject to a 
referendum by the people.

more on next page
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DEATH OF I-200 – PROHIBITING STATE QUOTAS
As a member of the Senate Early Learning, K-12 and 

Higher Education Committee, I was a critical player in 
delaying the committee’s passage of a bill to overturn 
the popular citizens’ initiative outlawing the state’s 
preferential treatment in public employment, public 
education or public contracting based solely on race. 

Unfortunately, the Democrats on the committee were 
finally able to pass the bill before the March 2 deadline. 
Overturning Initiative 200 is completely unnecessary, 
but the proponents are determined to make a political 
statement.

The fact of the matter is, overturning this initiative in an 
effort to protect minorities is completely unnecessary. The 
statistics clearly show that since the implementation of I-
200, minority enrollment for freshmen at the University of 
Washington, for example, has actually increased. In 1998, 
prior to the implementation of I-200, Hispanic/Latino 
freshman enrollment was 196 students – in 2004 it was 226 
students. Similarly, African American freshman enrollment 
in 1998 was 124 students – in 2004 it was 148 students.

BOGUS ELECTION REFORM
Amongst the most ridiculous legislative efforts this year 

is an attempt to move back the primary election by more 
than a month. If I recall correctly, the problem with the 
extremely flawed governor’s race had nothing to do with 
the primary election. The problem was with the general 
election and the thousands of illegal and unaccounted-
for votes. We have enough general election problems 
to fix without being sidetracked with a seemingly well-
functioning primary election system.

Again, it is my pleasure to provide you a brief update 
throughout the legislative session. Once more, if you are 
able to receive these updates via e-mail, I encourage you to 
help me cut costs. As always, it is my pleasure to serve you. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me or visit me during session 
in Olympia any time.
Sincerely,

DON BENTON
State Senator, 17th District


